


At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.
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A Message From The Minister For 
Veterans’ Affairs

The Gawler RSL is a splendid 
example of a successful RSL 
Sub-branch. 

I t  is  engaged in the local 
community and enjoys an 
excellent relationship with the 
Town of Gawler Council, the 
State Government and the local 
community. The Gawler RSL Sub-
branch recently commissioned 
a World War II Honour Board in 
the Council Chambers and, while 
I have not yet seen it, it has been 
described to me as “spectacular”. 
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T h e  G a w l e r  c o m m u n i t y 
has erec ted a  number of 
monuments over the years to 
honour those who have served 
in the defence forces, and 
particular those who gave their 
lives serving their country.

Gawler South 
Soldier Memorial
The Gawler South or Soldier 
m o n u m e n t  w a s  u n v e i l e d 
on 24 September 1921 by 
Brigadier-General Leane, DSO, 
Commissioner of Police, stands 
over 17 feet (5 metres) high and 
is made wholly of Angaston 
marble.  

Light MP Mr Tony Piccolo said 
the names of 164 soldiers who 
enlisted from Gawler South and 
Gawler Blocks are engraved on 
one face of the base.  On another 
face are the names of the men 
who died.  

Mr Piccolo said the monument 
was originally surrounded by 
an iron railing fence and inside 
the concrete enclosure was a 
war trophy captured by the 12th 
Brigade.  

The base of the monument was 
finished with concrete with 
raised crosses on all sides.  

Mr Piccolo said a flagpole was 
installed behind the memorial 
which was sited to face the 

Michael Atkinson MP

T h e  Fe d e r a l  M e m b e r  f o r 
Wakefield Mr Nick Champion 
stated that ANZAC Day gives the 
community the opportunity to 
honour those who have given 
their lives in the service of their 
country.

Mr Champion said this year, as we 
celebrate the 90th anniversary 
of the Gawler RSL, we honour 
all of those from the local area 
who have served in uniform, as 
well of those who have kept the 
memories of the fallen alive.

“The sacrifices of the fallen and 
the wounded echo down the 
generations.” said Mr Champion.

Gawler Mayor Brian Sambell 
highlighted the high regard the 
RSL has and is held in by the 
community.

“ N i n e t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h i s 
esteemed organisation is still 

providing sterling service to our 
community.” said Mr Sambell.

T h e  G a w l e r  R S L  Wo m e n’s 
Auxiliary was formed in 1950 to 
assist the RSL Gawler Sub-Branch 
members at social activities 
including golf days, barbecues 
cabarets, and rodeos.

Anne Woithe, President of the 
Gawler RSL Women’s Auxiliary 
s a i d  t h e  L a d i e s  Au x i l i a r y 
fundraising activities assists in 
meeting goals set at the Annual 
Conferences.

“These events have included 
fundraising for the Australian 
Forces Overseas Fund where 
all service personnel serving 
overseas are sent a care parcel on 
a regular basis” said Mrs Woithe.

“The auxiliary also supports the 
RSL Villas Appeal, the War Service 
Cemeteries Trust, the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service, and the RSL 
Gawler Sub-Branch Anzac Day 
and Remembrance Day Poppy 
appeals” she said.

The RSL is organising a number 
of events and activities to 
commemorate its 90 years of 
service to the returned services 
community of Gawler.

Community support for those 
who have served their nation is 
growing with local service clubs 
banding together recently with 
the State Government and Town 
of Gawler to develop the first 
stage of a “remembrance garden” 
in Pioneer Park.

The Garden will be dedicated and 
blessed at a service on Sunday 
19th April at the conclusion of 
the traditional RSL march down 
Murray Street on the day.

Continued From Page 1

A Message From The RSL State President
Along with the Members of the 
State Board and State Council 
I pass on my congratulations 
on reaching this significant 
milestone.

With the RSL being formed 
in 1916, Veterans of the local 
community of  Gawler  and 
surrounding District saw the 
need to have an RSL in their 
District to assist those Veterans 
and families who had, and were, 
suffering as the result of their 
involvement in the First World 
War.

The Gawler RSL is still caring for 
those who have served since 
the war to end all wars, wars 
and conflict which still continue 
today. The Gawler RSL is not just 
a building where old men and 
women meet to reminisce on 

A Message From The Federal Member For 
Wakefield

The sacrifices of the fallen and 
the wounded echo down the 
generations.

This year, as we celebrate the 
90th anniversary of the Gawler 

I understand that a section of 
the local Pioneer Park is used 
by the RSL Sub-branch for 
remembrance ceremonies and 
at its request a portion of it will 
soon be dedicated as a memorial 
garden.

The Gawler RSL Sub-branch has 
been of great assistance to the 
two Gawler students whom it 
supported in their successful 
applications for the Premier’s 
ANZAC Spirit School Prize in 
2008 and have continued to 
contribute to the development 
of these young citizens. 

I am also told they are a valuable 
contributor to the ANZAC Appeal 
and the Poppy Appeal and raise 
thousands of dollars each year.

The members of the Gawler Sub-
branch are a fine example of a 
strong and healthy community 
RSL dedicated to the welfare 
of its members, the ex-se ice 
community and the members 
of the Australian Defence Force. 
I congratulate them on this 
impressive milestone.

Hon Michael Atkinson
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

old times it is a community of 
ex-service people who through 
camaraderie support each other. 
They are a group who assist 
current serving members of 
the Australian Defence Force, 
a group who support the local 
Community.

It is my honour to acknowledge 
the Gawler RSL in celebrating its 
90th Anniversary; it is also fitting 
to congratulate the forefathers 
who saw the need to establish 
this Sub-Branch and those who 
have served since its formation. 
It is pleasing to see current 
members of the Sub-Branch are 
still carrying out with pride the 
objects of the RSL.

Jock Statton OAM
State President
RSL (SA/NT & Broken Hill)

RSL, we honour all of those from 
the local area who have served 
in uniform, as well of those who 
have kept the memories of the 
fallen alive.

Austral ian ser vicemen and 
wo m e n  h ave  m a d e  t h e s e 
sacrifices to defend our nation, 
and our right to liberty and 
democracy. Importantly our 
veterans have fought to protect 
the rights and liberties of other 
nations and other citizens of the 
world.

Congratulations to the Gawler 
RSL on 90 years of service to 
veterans, their families and the 
community.

Nick Champion MP
Federal Member for Wakefield

Nick Champion MP

The Returned and Services League (RSL) as it is 
known today, evolved as a direct result of the 
camaraderie, concern and mateship shown by the 
‘diggers’ for the welfare of their mates during and 
after the First World War according to Light MP Mr 
Tony Piccolo.

In South Australia the RSL was formed as the Returned 
Soldiers’ Association on 8 December 1915.  The name 
was changed on 12 July 1917 to the Returned Sailors 
and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia.

Mr Piccolo said at a meeting in the Foresters’ Hall, 
Murray Street, Gawler, on 16 July 1919, 35 returned 
soldiers discussed the establishment of a branch of 
the Returned Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Association for 
Gawler and surrounding Districts.

The decision was made to form a branch and monthly 
meetings to be held in the Foresters’ Hall were 
planned.  Membership was not restricted to Gawler 
and soldiers were urged to take advantage of the 
organisation which promised to protect their future 
interests.

Mr Piccolo said the first meeting place of the Gawler 
RS & SA was the Foresters’ Hall which was located 
almost opposite The Bunyip building.  

On 11 December 1948, a new clubroom for the 
Gawler RSL Sub-branch was officially opened by the 
Mayor of Gawler.  Initially referred to as the ‘RSL hut’, 
the building was situated at ‘the top end of Murray 
Street’ (on the site now occupied by the Northern 
Market) and was the result of vigorous fundraising 
activities by the RSL Building Appeal Committee.  

The Annual Reunion held that night was attended by 
230 member and guests, including the Governor of 
South Australia Sir Willoughby Norrie.

Mr Piccolo said during the 1970s, plans were 
made to build a shopping complex on the site.  
This necessitated the re-location of the RSL to 
new premises.  On Sunday May 6, 1979, the new 
clubroom was opened on the building formally 
occupied by the Church of the Nazarene on 
Overway Road, Gawler West. The dedication by the 
Reverend Max Stone and the official opening by 
the State President of the RSL, Mr E H Smith, were 
witnessed by about 180 people.

A PROUD 
HISTORY

IN 
HONOUR 
OF THEM

Tony Piccolo MP

roads from Adelaide and Gawler 
Railway Station.  The land on 
which the memorial stands 
was donated by Gawler South 
Council.

Th e  i d e a  o f  e re c t i n g  t h e 
memorial arose as a result of the 
community’s recognition that 
the sacrifices of the young men 
who enlisted to go to war should 
be honoured.  

Mr Piccolo said he had been 
told that when the soldiers 
began to return, the people of 
Gawler South and Gawler Blocks 
convened a meeting at which a 
decision was made to form the 
Gawler South Soldiers’ Reception 
Committee.   

362 young men who lived in 
all parts of the Gawler area 
were met by members of the 

Committee and were provided 
with transport to take them and 
their relatives to their homes.  

Later, a large welcome involving 
al l  of  the community was 
arranged and from this evolved 
the decision to erect a tribute to 
their memory.  The £450 required 
to erect the monument was 
obtained through fundraising.

According to a  stor y  that 
appeared in The Bunyip on 
September 30th,  1921, the 
unveiling occurred on a ‘perfect 
afternoon’ witnessed by a crowd 
of about 2000 people. 

Gawler Memorial 
Institute
Mr Piccolo said on 11 March 
1931, Mr M Lynch, President of 
the Institute, officially declared 
open the reconstruction of the 
Gawler Institute and stated that 
it should from then on be known 
as the Gawler Memorial Institute.  

The alterations were said to be 
the district’s memorial to those 
who died in the First World 
War.  The direct memorial was 
the balcony which was added 
to the front of the building, the 
inscription on which reads simply 
‘In Memoriam, 1914-1918’.

Mr Piccolo said that over time 
many improvements had been 
made to the hall  including 
conversion of a former meeting 
room to a theatre foyer, the 
addition of a’ ladies’ retiring 
room’, a ‘spacious fire-proof 
bio box’ to accommodate ‘two 
talkie machines’ and 750 tip-seat 
theatre chairs.

T h e  G a w l e r  R S L  Wo m e n’s 
Auxiliary was formed in 1950 to 
assist the RSL Gawler Sub-Branch 
members at social activities 
including golf days, barbecues 
cabarets, and rodeos.

The Auxiliary Pledge explains the 
group’s purpose ...

“We pledge ourselves to honour 
God and our Country to show 
appreciation of those who offered 
their lives seeking freedom for us 
and our families, and to undertake 
our tasks without self-seeking, 
and without prejudice, always 
remembering that we also serve.”

The Ladies Auxiliary fundraising 
activities assists in meeting goals 

set at the Annual Conferences 
and have included, The Australian 
Forces Overseas Fund where all 
service personnel serving overseas 
are sent a care parcel on a regular 
basis, the RSL Villas Appeal, the 
War Service Cemeteries Trust, the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service, and 
the RSL Gawler Sub-Branch Anzac 
Day and Remembrance Day Poppy 
appeals.

Main fundraising days for the 
Gawler Ladies are the games 
mornings where members of the 
wider community are welcome 
and encouraged to participate.  
These are held on the 2nd Tuesday 
in March, May and July.

An annual delight for the Ladies is 

to welcome and provide lunch for 
veterans from the War Veterans’ 
Home at Myrtle Bank, who always 
arrive with happy expectations of 
a lovely meal, a good chat and 
lots of raffle prizes with these 
expectations always catered for 
by the ladies.

The Ladies of the Gawler RSL 
Women’s Auxiliary work together 
in quiet harmony and continue to 
show their appreciation for those 
who have served and those that 
are currently serving.

The Gawler RSL Women’s Auxiliary 
is surviving the test of time 
and ‘old age’ very well and will 
continue to live up to its Pledge in 
years to come.

Anne Woithe
Gawler RSL Women’s Auxiliary 
President.

Women’s Auxiliary

A Message From The Member For Light

I  have not had any direct 
experience of war as I have not 
fought in one.  Neither have I 
had to deal directly with the 
issues raised by those affected 
by the experience of combat.  I 
am not a parent who has lost 
a child to a war, nor have I lost 
a brother, partner or friend.  I 
hope and pray that in the future 
no person shall have such an 
experience.

But should I ever be in that 

position I would hope that the 
community would support me 
through those times.  In Australia 
the community, through the RSL 
and other affiliated organisations, 
has  supported returned service 
personnel and their families.

In Gawler and the surrounding 
Districts the Gawler RSL has 
been providing that support for 
almost 90 years.  This group of 
men (and women) have been 
helping to pick up the pieces 
of many broken lives for almost 
nine decades.

While we would hope that one 
day there would be no need for 
an a RSL while we continue to 
have service personnel returning 
and serving we can be confident 
of the support they receive 
through their local RSL club.

I wish to congratulate the Gawler 
RSL for their 90 years of service to 
the service personnel and their 
families.

Tony Piccolo MP
Member For Light

A Message From The Mayor of Gawler

90 years of the RSL in Gawler.
Gawler has always provided 
service men and women to 
defend this country in a number 
of armed conflicts across our 
history.  We have a proud record 
of this service in the Walk of 
Honour in the Council Foyer 
and our Local History collection 
as well as the Remembrance 
Garden area of Pioneer Park.

The Gawler Branch of  the 
Returned Ser vices  League 
formed to provide support 
to these veterans and their 
families.  Ninety years later this 
esteemed organisation is still 
providing sterling service to our 
community.  

An understanding of service 
and sacrifice on behalf of other 
Australians is still important to 
this generation as witnessed by 
the many younger people who 
participate in both ANZAC and 
Remembrance commemorations.  
We all pray that they never know 
the horror of war but if the worse 
happens the RSL will still be 
there. 

In my role as the Mayor of Gawler, 
I both congratulate and thank 
the Gawler Branch of the RSL for 
their 90 years of service.

Brian Sambell
Mayor, Town of Gawler

A Message From The RSL Gawler President

Conceived as a continuation 
of the camaraderie, concern 
and mateship essential to the 
Australian diggers of the First 
World War, the RSL Gawler Sub 
Branch - affectionately known as 
the “Gawler RSL” – was launched 
on the 16th of July, 1919, at the 
Forresters’ Hall at the northern 
end of Murray Street.

Since its inception 90 years 
a g o  t h e  G a w l e r  R S L  h a s 
unstintingly fulfilled the aims 
of those diggers in caring for 

the welfare and interests of its 
members, ex-service personnel 
and members of the Australian 
D e f e n c e  Fo r c e  a n d  t h e i r 
dependants.

To d a y  t h e  G a w l e r  R S L  i s 
c o n t i n u i n g  t h a t  r o l e  b y 
implementing objectives which 
are in accord with the League’s 
Mission Statement of ensuring 
that programs are in place for the 
well-being, care, compensation 
and commemoration of serving 
and ex-service Defence Force 
members.

On the 16th July, 2009, the 
Gawler RSL will be 90 years old 
– nine decades of dedicated 
service looking after its members, 
the ex-service community and 
members of the Australian 
D e f e n c e  Fo r c e  a n d  t h e i r 
dependants.

What  the G awler  RSL has 
achieved over  those  n ine 
decades will continue in the 
decades ahead.

George Sibenaler
RSL Gawler President

Soldiers’ Memorial, Adelaide Road,
Gawler South

The first six Gawler recruits for World War I.
Back: Arthur Robinson, Vernon Franklin, Leslie Hoare.
Front: Arthur Beard, Cecil Hinks, Frank Scott K.I.A.(M.I.D)

George Sibenaler


